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DIGEST DOER’S PROFILE

PHIL AND ANN JESUP

H. Phillips (Phil) Jesup
Ann Lauer Jesup

HOME:
Five acres of pine/oak woods on a pile of glacial sand in
Bristol, Connecticut. In the middle of a large laurel patch.

AGE:
P: 64 and pleased to be still kicking.
A: Sneaking up on 60 but not yet old enough to consider quitling
doing anything neat.

PROFESSION:
P: Retired bank trust and estate administrative officer.
A: Professional volunteer, professional nitpicker.

OFFICES HELD AND MEMBERSHIPS:

P: President Connecticut Orchid Society; Vice President Greater
New York Orchid Society; Chairman AQS Northeast Region
ludging Center; ADS Trustee; Orchid Digest Corporation.

A: ADS Trustee; Conservation Committee Chair; GNY0S; Conneclicut
Orchid Society Conservation Committee Chair; Pleurothallid
Alliance Director; Maxillaria Tribe; IUCN Species Survival
Committee; Orchid Specialist Group; Orchid Digest Corporation.

SPECIAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

P: Finding the surface of his desk (only to quickly lose it again);
recipient of AQS Gold Medal for service; Greater New York
Orchid Society Lifetime Achievement Award.

A- Receipt of the ADS Gold Medal.

PERSOMNAL GOALS:

P: To become more sensitive to human nuances; to become more
sensitive to orchid nuances (i.e., after 46 years of growing to
learn how to grow orchids really well—consistently).

A: Leaving things a little better while still enjoying life.

PHILOSOPHY:

P: Mankind mus? live in harmony with nature by ceasing to dominate
and overrun it, mast importantly by quickly and drastically slowing
reproduction rates worldwide.

A: If it's worth doing, try.

HOBBIES AND SPECIAL INTERESTS:
P: Herpetology, general horticulture, all life (including human),
newspaper junkie.
A ::mt: Eﬂ Dendrobatid frogs. Arabian horses. Longhaired
unds. American history, reading, kayaking, photography.
older Porsches (356 types), horticulture, all aspects of nature,

FAVORITE MEMORIES:

P: Discovering orchids growing in the wild on Mt. Diablo in Jamaica
in 1952 at age 18 (this initiated the obsession), and climbing the
same mountain trail with his 34 old son friend
Don Richardson, Ir., in 1996, o et

A: Exploring in the Alps, Andes and Appalachians; wonderful animals.

FAVORITE ORCHID:

P. Neocogniawxia hexaptera (But there are hundreds of runners-up)
A: Oh, come on! Any and/or all.

FAVORITE DRINK:

P: ColdV-8.

A: Unblemished real iced tea, Chateau Petrus Pomerol ‘61,
FAVORITE FOOD:

P: Ripe papaya eaten by the side of the road on a mountain pass
at 2800 meters in Ecuador.

A: Chocolate, shellfish (not together).

LAST BODK READ (AMD STILL READING):

P. Proofreading, with Ann, the draft of the forthcoming “A0S
Encyclopedia of Cultivated Orchids,” edited by Eric Christenson,
by virtue of their being world-class nitpickers.

A: “Katharine Graham—Personal History™ and “America Online for
Dummies” (simultaneously),

P o L FAVORITE QUOTATION:
- ' | ever had time to work."A frequent quotation
from yours truly.

A:“Keep ‘em long enough, they'll amount to something.” !
maternal great-grandmother. T



ORCHIDS FOR THE CONNOISSEUR
Stanfieldara Sarah’s Psyche —
Playing in Your Own Gene Pool
H. PHILLIPS JESUP

OR ME, the two greatest thrills of my orchid hobby are finding and col-
lecting orchid species in the wild, and watching the buds develop on
my own hybrids. With regard to the former, it is extremely important to
collect with great care and to be mindful of conservation. Regarding the latter, in
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Stanfieldara Sarah’s Psyche
(Suphrolaelia Psyche X Epidendrmm Sarah Jesup)

making your own crosses you are restricted only by the space you have in which to
raise the seedlings, and the vagaries of your imagination.

This will be a superficial article on the fun of doing your own hybridizing, and, if
practical hints creep in, it is unintentional. Plenty of words have been written
about how to wield a toothpick, where to find the stigmatic surface, and what
phase of the moon to cross by. I will not discuss flasking either — I am too time-
stressed and *“‘chicken’ to attempt it myself, so I send the pods to those who are
smarter and more dexterous.

On to the fun! Actually, hybridizing is an insidious aspect of an insidious hobby.
It gets to the point where one is constantly ogling theoretically genetically-
compatible flowers wondering what a melding of characteristics would produce.
This is the wrong approach. One should have a goal, or many goals, and work
toward achievement — in one’s mind or on paper. When you consider the space,
time, and effort involved in growing to flowering a batch of baby orchids, impulse
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Mr. and Mrs M. Phillipeht " @
will present a slide show Bl
! al 730 pm. A the
Barnes Nature Center,
featuring their glamore
. orchids,
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